
A New Era of A New Era of 
Electronic Research Electronic Research 
AdministrationAdministration



History of History of grantsERAgrantsERA

 In 2002, a $5 million small business In 2002, a $5 million small business 
grant was received from NIH to grant was received from NIH to 
develop a systemdevelop a system--toto--system solution system solution 
for electronic submission to NIH for electronic submission to NIH 
CommonsCommons

–– Test submissions were successfully Test submissions were successfully 
submitted in 2003submitted in 2003



History of History of grantsERAgrantsERA

In 2004, NIH joined the Grants.gov In 2004, NIH joined the Grants.gov 
efforteffort

–– Product had to be reProduct had to be re--engineered to engineered to 
connect to Grants.gov, not NIH connect to Grants.gov, not NIH 
CommonsCommons

–– Product was successfully completed for Product was successfully completed for 
Grants.gov submissions in 2005Grants.gov submissions in 2005



History of History of grantsERAgrantsERA

 January 2008 ML Weekes acquires January 2008 ML Weekes acquires 
RAMS grants ERARAMS grants ERA

–– Transition of technical staff to ML Transition of technical staff to ML 
WeekesWeekes

–– Seamless IntegrationSeamless Integration



Key FeaturesKey Features

 High quality, reliable system used by many High quality, reliable system used by many 
existing clientsexisting clients

 WebWeb--basedbased
 Compatible with all commonly used Compatible with all commonly used 

browsersbrowsers
 MAC and PC compatibleMAC and PC compatible
 Forms are easy to navigate and are fully Forms are easy to navigate and are fully 

compliant with Grants.govcompliant with Grants.gov
 Easily integrates with most ERP systems Easily integrates with most ERP systems 

(e.g.; Banner, (e.g.; Banner, DatatelDatatel, Lawson, , Lawson, 
PeoplesoftPeoplesoft, etc.), etc.)

 Stores data locallyStores data locally



FunctionsFunctions

 Proposal developmentProposal development
 Electronic routing and approvalElectronic routing and approval
 Electronic submission to Grants.govElectronic submission to Grants.gov
 PreawardPreaward and and PostawardPostaward FunctionsFunctions

–– TrackingTracking
–– StoringStoring
–– ReportingReporting



BenefitsBenefits

 Create proposalsCreate proposals
–– Downloads applications for Downloads applications for 

Grants.gov submissionsGrants.gov submissions
–– Ability to create generic Ability to create generic 

((nonGrants.govnonGrants.gov) proposals) proposals
–– Allows collaboration Allows collaboration 

 Internally and ExternallyInternally and Externally

–– Updates forms Updates forms 
automatically when automatically when 
changes are made to FOAchanges are made to FOA



BenefitsBenefits

 Create proposals (continued)Create proposals (continued)
–– PrepopulatesPrepopulates organizational and organizational and 

investigator datainvestigator data
 Saves timeSaves time
 Eliminates redundant entriesEliminates redundant entries
 Streamlines proposal dataStreamlines proposal data

–– Copies budget information from one Copies budget information from one 
period to the nextperiod to the next



BenefitsBenefits

 Validates proposal Validates proposal 
–– Checks for errorsChecks for errors
–– Processes error messagesProcesses error messages
–– Allows investigator to review .Allows investigator to review .pdfpdf of of 

proposal before its submitted proposal before its submitted 
–– Ensures accuracy and completeness of Ensures accuracy and completeness of 

proposal to prevent resubmissionsproposal to prevent resubmissions



BenefitsBenefits

 Electronically routes proposal Electronically routes proposal 
for organizational approvalsfor organizational approvals

–– Customizable based on Customizable based on 
your organizational forms your organizational forms 
and processesand processes

–– Speeds the review processSpeeds the review process
–– Notifies approvers via emailNotifies approvers via email
–– Each approver can Each approver can 

approve/disapprove and approve/disapprove and 
provide feedbackprovide feedback

–– Investigator and/or assistant Investigator and/or assistant 
can review the status of the can review the status of the 
approval processapproval process



BenefitsBenefits

 Submits proposals electronically to Submits proposals electronically to 
Grants.gov and tracks statusGrants.gov and tracks status

 Manages proposal and award dataManages proposal and award data
–– Data repository to keep information centralized Data repository to keep information centralized 

including information aboutincluding information about
 Cost sharingCost sharing
 SubrecipientsSubrecipients

–– Exports award information to other systemsExports award information to other systems
–– Notification for reporting requirementsNotification for reporting requirements



BenefitsBenefits

 Generates reportsGenerates reports
–– Standard reports built into systemStandard reports built into system
–– Ability to create ad hoc customized Ability to create ad hoc customized 

reports with Crystal Report Writerreports with Crystal Report Writer



PricingPricing

 Two primary optionsTwo primary options
–– Annual fee for license, technical supportAnnual fee for license, technical support

 Includes installation and trainingIncludes installation and training

–– OneOne--time license fee including installation and time license fee including installation and 
training with annual technical support contracttraining with annual technical support contract

 Fees generally based on the size of the Fees generally based on the size of the 
organization and number of proposals organization and number of proposals 
generatedgenerated

 Competitively priced compared with Competitively priced compared with 
competitioncompetition


